The Seventeenth Sunday after
Pentecost

September 27, 2020

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

P.O. Box 2255
Batesville, Arkansas, 72503

Main Street at Fifth
870-793-2203

Today’s Ministers

Celebrant: The Rev. Jim McDonald
Lector: Mr. Mike Schmidt
Organist/Choirmaster: Dr. Russell Stinson
Choiristers: Ms. Katie Cruse
Mr. Kristian Ameigh
Technical Support: Mr. Chris Magouyrk
Mr. Steve Massey
Altar Guild: Ms. Martha Healey & Ms. Viginia Wray

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory
of Gerald & Wanda Baker, Amie Fagan and Jim & Fran Fagan
by Donna Fagan.

This Week’s Community Meal (9/30): Team Reynolds/Kipfer




The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
The Word of God
Opening Hymn 343
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The service begins on page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of
your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
A Reading from Ezekiel.

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge”? As1live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only
the person who sins that shall die. Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O
house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that
they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall
surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O
house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? Therefore, | will judge
you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord Gob. Repent and turn
from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says
the Lord Gob. Turn, then, and live.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Psalms 25:1-8
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To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul,

my God, | put my /trust in you; *

let me not be humiliated,

nor let my /ene-mies tri-umph over me.

Let none who look to you be /put to shame; *

let the treacherous be disap/point-ed in their schemes.

Show me your /ways, O LORD, *

and /teach me your paths.

Lead me in your /truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;

in you have I trusted /all the day long.

Remember, O LORD, your com/passion and love, *

for they /are from ev-er-lasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth and /my trans-gressions; *
remember me according to your love

and for the sake of your /good-ness, O LORD.

Gracious and upright /is the LORD; *
therefore he teaches /sin-ners in his way.
He guides the humble in /do-ing right *
and teaches his /way to the lowly.

Second Reading

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.

Philippians 2:1-13

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. Therefore, God
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also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for
it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Anthem: Amazing Grace arr. John Coates
Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23-32
All stand.

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave
you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me
the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. Did the baptism
of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another,
“If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘“Why then did you not believe him?’ But if
we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.”
So, they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you
by what authority I am doing these things “What do you think? A man had two sons; he
went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will
not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the
same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in
the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and
believe him.

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

Nicene Creed page 358 in the Book of Common Prayer
All stand, as the People and Celebrant say together.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People, Form 11 page 385 in the Book of Common Prayer

People kneeling, as able, the Leader and People pray responsively

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Larry,
our Bishop; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.

Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.

Silence



I ask your prayers for the departed.
Pray for those who have died.

Silence
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present

I ask your prayers for John Dempsey, Machelle Christiansen, Anna Mae McSpadden, Sarah Drake,
Tammy Kipfer, Russell Pfitzner, Bob Purnell, Louis Kealer, Dorla Guenzel, Joan Davidson, Betsy
Benton, and Jamie Bridgers.

I ask your prayers for those for whom our prayers have been requested: Lee McQueen, Griffin, Jamie,
Janice, James Melton, Donald Linn, Hayden Cockrill, Wanita Ring, Ricky Pride, Charlotte Franklin,
Wyatt, Marcheta, Josefina & Roumaldo Martinez, Conroy, Jim H., Kenny, Steve, Teresa, Bobby
Barnum, Terri Presley, James, Kathryn, Hunter, Isabella Floyd, Mat, Dana, Anna, Stacey Lindsey,
Jennifer, Andrew, Donna Smith and Tom & Kathy Celestine.

I ask your thanksgiving for those celebrating BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES this week, especially,
Nelson Barnett and Mary Bumpers.

Silence

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Silence
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your
people and strengthen us to do you will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession page 360 in the Book of Common Prayer
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.



Peace

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Announcements

Offertory Anthem: In Remembrance Buryl Red

The Holy Communion

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with an Offertory sentence.

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A page 361 in the Book of Common Prayer

The people remain standing

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

10



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Celebrant then continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

11



After Communion, the Celebrant says page 366 in the Book of Common Prayer
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and
love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and; the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.

Post Communion Hymn: 435 (stanzas 1-3)
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Dismissal
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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