Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 16, 2025

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

P.O. Box 2255
Batesville, Arkansas, 72503

870-793-2203

Today’s Ministers
Officiant: Paul Hance
Chalice Bearer: Gary Perkey
Lector: Ardis Gillespie
Ushers: Brenda Bittle & Ardis Gillespie
Choir Director & Organist: Kristian Ameigh
Technical Support: David Taverner
Altar Guild: Paul Hance

This Week’s Community Meal (2/19/2025): Team Mundy/Bittle

This Sunday's altar flowers are given by Virginia Wray to the glory of
God and in memory of my mother, Marion Field Wray, 1914-2003.




The Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion: Rite Two

The Word of God
Entrance Hymn 635: If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee
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|
7

|
T ! 7

1 If thou but wust in God to guide thee, and hope in  him through
2 Sing, pray, and keep his ways un - swerv-ing; so do thine own part

all thy ways, he’ll give thee strength what - e’er be - tide thee,
faith - ful - Iy, and trust his word, though wun - de - serv-ing;

and bear thee through the e - wvil days. Who trusts in God’s un -
thou yet shalt find it true for thee; God nev - er yet for -

o

chang - ing love builds on a rock that nought can move.
sook in need the soul that trust - ed him in - deed.

‘ J-’\%? %

I 1 I I 1 - 1 |

T T T r 0

=
T \

TR

Today’s service begins on Page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer.
The people standing (as able), the Officiant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Officiant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Gloria - Sung (5278) (BCP 356)

Officiant and People
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Collect of the Day

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and because
in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace, that in
keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading Jeremiah 17:5-10
Lector: A reading from Jeremiah.
Thus says the LORD:

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD.

They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.

They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.

It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green;

in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.

The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse--
who can understand it?

| the LORD test the mind
and search the heart,

to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 1

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
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3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

Lector: A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no
resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised,;
and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been
in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised
Christ--whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised,
then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still
in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

There is no procession. The Lector remains at the lectern to read the third reading, using the
same form as the first two.

Sequence Hymn 188: Love’s Redeeming Work Is Done
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1 Love’s re - deem -ing work is done, fought the fight, the bat - tle won.
2 Lives a - gain our glo - rious King; where, O death, is now thy sting?
3 Soar we now where Christ has led, fol - lowing our ex - alt - ed Head;

Death in vain for - bids him rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.
Once he died our souls to save, where thy vic - to - 1y, O grave?
made like him, like him we rise, ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

Third Reading Luke 6:17-26

There is no procession. The Lector reads the third reading from the lectern, using the same form
as the first two.

Lector: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.

Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of
his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre
and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were



troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for
power came out from him and healed all of them.

Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.

“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.

“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.

“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame
you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your
reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets."

"But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.

"Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.

"Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.

"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false

prophets.”
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Paul Hance

Nicene Creed found on page 358 in the Book of Common Prayer
All stand, as the People and Officiant say together.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People, Form IV — found on page 388 in the Book of Common Prayer

People kneeling, as able, the Leader and People pray responsively
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may
honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in
the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and
love one another as he loves us.

We pray for our wardens, vestry, and those who will choose a rector for this parish, that we may
receive a faithful pastor, who will care for God's people and equip us for our ministries.

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays and an anniversary this week, especially (Henry
Goodwin 2/13), Ansel Ponder (2/16), Jim Johnson (2/17), and Janie & Mark Starnes (2/16).

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.



Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation especially: Jamie Bridgers, Ann Rhodes, Jim &
Deb Johnson, Patricia Smith, Joan Davidson, Matt Stephenson, John & Susan Dempsey, Ellen
Massey, Bill Olson, Rebecca Ward, Cindy Perkey, Tammy Kipfer, Ann Stephenson, the Healey
family, and Cameron Gillespie.

We pray also for family and friends for whom our prayers have been requested: Jim Wilson,
Jay, Kitten Lawless, DeAnna McCool, Robin Goertz, Gerry Goertz & Jinny Goertz, Tom & Kathy
Celestine, Mark & Jennifer, Susan, Jody Gayle, Tara Nance, David Smith, Lucy Harris, Adam M,
Keith Perkins, Jim & Charlotte, Daniel & Steven King, Sherry Snow, Mark Counts, Walker, Mark
Higginbotham, Danny Yeager, Shannon Bohnert, Micah Jordon, Rodney Brady, Kathy Kleveno,
Mike & Brandy Wyatt, John V. Miller, Ben Handford, Jim Reynolds, Christina, Peggy Comer,
Kristin, Marilyn Townsend, Georgina Mosser, Jeannie Sade, Kristi Smith, Raymond Staggs, Gary
& Phylis Bratton, Connie Barnett, Neva Miles Hector, Diarmund (Dar Mood), Sarah, Cody, &
Brady, Q, Vicki Bettis, Vani Jo Geroy, Lulu Freeman and Gina Layne.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Officiant adds the following Collect:

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of
your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession BCP 360
The Officiant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Officiant remains kneeling and says



Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Peace
All stand. The Officiant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Announcements
The Holy Communion

The Officiant may begin the Offertory with the following or another Offertory sentence.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
Offertory Anthem: Jesus Savior, Pilot Me John Gould
Doxology: 43 v.4

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise him, all creatures here below: praise him
above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The people’s offerings of money or other gifts are received. The officiant reverently places the
offerings on the altar.

The Officiant opens the tabernacle, reverently places the ciborium containing the consecrated
bread on the altar, and pours the consecrated wine from the flagon into the chalice.

The Officiant then continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Officiant

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

The Officiant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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and may add

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts
by faith, with thanksgiving.

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.

Communion Hymn: Here, O My Lord, | See Thee Face To Face
After Communion, the Officiant says

Let us pray.
Officiant and People

On 365:

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Post Communion Hymn 493: O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 O for a thou-sand tongues to sing my dear Re - deem-er’s praise,
2 M gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim
3 Je - sus! the Name that charms our fears and bids our SOT - TOWS cease;
4 He speaks; and, lis - tening to his voice, new life the dead re - ceive,
5 Hear him, ye deaf; ye voice-less ones, your loos-ened tongues em - ploy;
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1 the glo - ries of my God and King, the tri-umphs of his grace!
2 and spread through all the earth a - broad the hon -ors of thy Name.
3 ’tis mu - sic in the sin - ner’s ears, ’tis life and health and peace.
4 the mourn - ful bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum - ble poor be - lieve.
5 ye blind, be - hold,your Sa - vior comes; and leap, ye lame, for joy!
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6 Glory to God and praise and love
be now and ever given
by saints below and saints above,
the Church in earth and heaven.

Dismissal
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude
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