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Daily Morning Prayer: 
Rite Two 
February 23, 2025 
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Processional Hymn 657:  
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

Opening Sentence Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 76 
The Officiant begins the service with this sentence of Scripture 

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ.    Philippians 1:2 

Confession of Sin BCP 79 
The Officiant says to the people 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Layreader remains kneeling and says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter BCP 81 
All stand 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Venite   Psalm 95:1-17 Hymn S35, BCP 82 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
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 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
 and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
 and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture 
and the sheep of his hand. * 
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 

Psalm 37: 1-12, 41-42    Noli aemulari BCP 633 
1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 

do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 

and like the green grass fade away. 
3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; * 

dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
4 Take delight in the LORD, * 

and he shall give you your heart's desire. 
5 Commit your way to the LORD and put your trust in 

him, * 
and he will bring it to pass. 
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6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 
and your just dealing as the noonday. 

7 Be still before the LORD * 
and wait patiently for him. 

8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 
the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 

9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 
do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 

10 For evildoers shall be cut off, * 
but those who wait upon the LORD shall possess the 
land. 

11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; * 
you shall search out their place, but they will not be 
there. 

12 But the lowly shall possess the land; * 
they will delight in abundance of peace. 

41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from 
the LORD; * 
he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

42 The LORD will help them and rescue them; * 
he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver 
them, 
because they seek refuge in him. 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons  
The people sit. The lesson is read by the Lector.  

First Lesson Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
A reading from the Book of Genesis.  

Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still 
alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed 
were they at his presence. 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And 
they came closer. He said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom 
you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry 
with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me 
before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land 
these two years; and there are five more years in which there 
will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you 
to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for 
you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but 
God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up 
to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God 
has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not 
delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be 
near me, you and your children and your children's children, 
as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will 
provide for you there--since there are five more years of 
famine to come--so that you and your household, and all that 
you have, will not come to poverty.'" 
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And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after 
that his brothers talked with him. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
The people stand and recite the canticle 

16    The Song of Zechariah  Benedictus Dominus Deus 

              Luke 1: 68-79  Hymn S248, BCP 92 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
    he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
    born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 
    from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
    and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear, * 
    holy and righteous in his sight 
    all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most 
                             High, * 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
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In the tender compassion of our God * 
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
                             shadow of death, * 
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 
ever. 
                            Amen. 
The people sit. The lesson is read by the Lector. 

Second Lesson  1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
A reading from the first letter to the Corinthians.  

Someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind 
of body do they come?" Fool! What you sow does not come 
to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow 
the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of 
some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, 
and to each kind of seed its own body. 

So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 
perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual 
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 
Thus it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living 
being"; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not 
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the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the 
spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 
second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are 
those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are 
those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of 
the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of 
heaven. 

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people stand and recite the canticle 

7    We Praise Thee   Te Deum laudamus Hymn S205, BCP 
52 

We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the 
Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 
To thee all Angels cry aloud, 
the Heavens and all the Powers therein. 
To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry: 

    Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 
    Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee. 
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee. 
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The noble army of martyrs praise thee. 
The holy Church throughout all the world 
                              doth acknowledge thee, 
    the Father, of an infinite majesty, 
    thine adorable, true, and only Son, 
    also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 

Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. 
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 
thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin. 
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 
thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of 
the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. 
    We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, 
    whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
    Make them to be numbered with thy saints, 
    in glory everlasting. 

The people sit. 

Like the others, this lesson is read by the Lector from the lectern. 

There is no procession. 

Third Lesson Luke 6:27-38 
A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. 
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Jesus said, "I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your 
coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who 
begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not 
ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do 
to you. 

"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to 
those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you 
hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend 
to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, 
do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward 
will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for 
he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just 
as your Father is merciful. 

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, 
and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 
your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get 
back." 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Sermon read by Brenda Bittle 



11 

 

This morning's sermon is from Sermons that Work, a ministry of The 
Episcopal Church’s Office of Communication. It was written by The Rev. 
Ben E. Helmer. Published by the Office of Communication of The 
Episcopal Church, 815 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017 © 2001 
The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America. All rights reserved. 

The Apostles' Creed BCP 96 
Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers BCP 97 
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Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
The People stand or kneel 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A BCP 97 
V.  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.  And grant us your salvation. 
V.  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.  Let your people sing with joy. 
V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
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V.  Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.  Your saving health among all nations. 
V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day  
O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do 
is worth nothing: Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our 
hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond of peace 
and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted 
dead before you. Grant this for the sake of your only Son Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays BCP 98 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of 
the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this 
day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week 
to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
Additional Collects may be added from pages 99-100 and/or 810-841 
in the BCP  

A Collect for the selection of a Rector BCP 818 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on 
your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 
choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful 
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pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our 
ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission BCP 100 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 
earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who 
are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations 
into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten 
the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.  

(Insert the prayers in thanksgiving for those who celebrate birthdays and 
anniversaries and prayers for those who have died, those for whom our 
prayers have been requested.) 

Announcements by a member of the vestry 

Offertory 
The Officiant begins the Offertory with the following, or one of the 
sentences on page 376 

But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.   Hebrews 13:15, 16 
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Hymn 539 It Is Well with My Soul 
Phillip Bliss 

Doxology and Presentation of Alms Hymn 380, v. 3 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people's offerings of money or 
other gifts, to the Officiant. The people stand while the offerings are 
presented and placed on the Altar. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise Him all creatures here below; 
praise him above ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving BCP 101 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 
mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth 
your praise, 
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not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP 102 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when 
two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in 
the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
Then may be said 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 347  
 Go Forth for God; Go to The World in Peace 
The Officiant may conclude with the following 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13 


