Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 30, 2025

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

P.O. Box 2255
Batesville, Arkansas, 72503

870-793-2203

Today’s Ministers

Officiant: Paul Hance

Chalice Bearer: Brenda Bittle

Lector: Tammy Kipfer

Acolyte: Karis Ford

Ushers: Abby Dickey & Lee Conditt
Choir Director & Organist: Kristian Ameigh

Technical Support: Steve Massey

Altar Guild: Brenda & Nikki Bittle

This Week’s Community Meal (4/2/2025): Team Stalker

This Sunday's altar flowers are given by Ansel Ponder to the glory of God
and to my mother, Ann Rhodes, in hohnor of her 100" birthday on March
14™,




The Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion: Rite Two

The Word of God
Entrance Hymn 690: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
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1 Guide me, O thou great Je - ho - vah, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain, whence the heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor - dan, bid my anx - ious

PP R N s R

f

T
. 1. .
.

1

fH # | | . — | |
/ o, S — N T T e,
e o T p
bar - ren land; I am weak, but thou art might - y;
stream doth flow; let the fire and coud - ¥y pil - lar
fears sub - side; death of death, and hell’s de - struc-ton,
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hold me with thy power - ful hand; bread of hea - ven,
lead me all my jour - ney through; strong de - liv - erer,
land me safe on Ca - naan’s side; songs of prais - es,
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bread of hea - ven, feed me now and ev - er -
strong de - liv - erer, be thou still my strength and
songs of prais - es, I will ev - er give to
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more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield, be thou still my strength and shield.
thee, I will ev - er give to thee.
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Today’s service begins on Page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer.

The people standing (as able), the Officiant says

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
People His mercy endures for ever.

The Officiant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us) S91

Celebrant and People
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Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up -
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on us. Lord, have mer-cy up - on  us. Christ, have mer-cy up-
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on us. Christ, have mer-cy up - on  us. Christ, have mer-cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
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Lord, have mer-cy up - on  us. Lord, have mer-cy up - on  us.
Collect of the Day
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Officiant Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading Joshua 5:9-12
Lector: A reading from Joshua.

The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt."” And so that
place is called Gilgal to this day.



While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth
day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate
the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they
ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land
of Canaan that year.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 32

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
and whose sin is put away!

2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, *
and in whose spirit there is no guile!

3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
because of my groaning all day long.

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
and did not conceal my guilt.

6 1 said,” I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." *
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; *
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

8 You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble; *
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

9 "l will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; *
I will guide you with my eye.

10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; *
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you."

11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.

12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; *
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Lector: A reading from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians.

From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ
from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. If anyone is in Christ, there is a
new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation;
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
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For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

There is no procession. The Lector remains at the lectern to read the third reading, using the
same form as the first two.

Sequence Hymn 470: There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy

o4 4 | - Ly .
| I | | | —T I I I
| I 1 I I [ cecenst I |
| | I I 1 I
1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer-cy like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is no place where earth’s  sor-rows are more felt than up in  heaven;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sure of the mind;
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there’s a kind-ness in  his  jus-tice,which is more than lib - er - 1ty

there is no placewhere earth’s fail-ings have such kind - ly judg-ment given.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won -der-ful - ly kind.

There is  wel-come for the sin - ner, and more gra - ces for the good;
There is plen -t - ful re - demp-tion in the blood thathasbeen shed;
If our love were but more faith - ful, we should take him at his  word;

i i i [ ’ i 2 {
bl I | | | | i f u\ \! I r|/ I } i i -
JER: [ e I | [ T G .
there is mer - cy with the Sa - vior; there is heal - ing in his blood.
there is joy for all the mem-bers in the sor - rows of the Head.

and our life would be thanks - giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.
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Third Reading Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

There is no procession. The Lector reads the third reading from the lectern, using the same form
as the first two.

Lector: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the
scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them."

So Jesus told them this parable:



"There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the
share of the property that will belong to me." So he divided his property between them. A few days
later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered
his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled
himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came
to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here
| am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and | will say to him, "Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like
one of your hired hands."™ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed
him. Then the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the best
one--and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found!" And they began to celebrate.

"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, "Your brother
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.'
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But
he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years | have been working like a slave for you, and |
have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that |
might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!" Then the father said to him, 'Son, you
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this
brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.™

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Paul Hance

Nicene Creed found on page 358 in the Book of Common Prayer
All stand, as the People and Officiant say together.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:



by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People, Form IV — found on page 388 in the Book of Common Prayer

People kneeling, as able, the Leader and People pray responsively
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may
honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in
the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and
love one another as he loves us.

We pray for our wardens, vestry, and those who will choose a rector for this parish, that we may
receive a faithful pastor, who will care for God's people and equip us for our ministries.



We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Noah Janke (3/31) & Lloyd
Bess (4/5).

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation especially: Jamie Bridgers, Ann Rhodes, Jim &
Deb Johnson, Patricia Smith, Joan Davidson, Matt Stephenson, John & Susan Dempsey, Ellen
Massey, Bill Olson, Cindy Perkey, Tammy Kipfer, Ann Stephenson, the Healey family, Cameron
Gillespie, Nick Avants, and Sally Fittsizer.

We pray also for family and friends for whom our prayers have been requested: Jim Wilson,
Kitten Lawless, DeAnna McCool, Robin Goertz, Gerry Goertz & Jinny Goertz, Tom & Kathy
Celestine, Mark & Jennifer, Susan, Jody Gayle, Tara Nance, David Smith, Lucy Harris, Adam M,
Jim & Charlotte, Daniel & Steven King, Sherry Snow, Mark Counts, Walker, Mark Higginbotham,
Danny Yeager, Shannon Bohnert, Micah Jordon, Rodney Brady, Kathy Kleveno, Mike & Brandy
Whyatt, John V. Miller, Ben Handford, Jim Reynolds, Christina, Peggy Comer, Kristin, Marilyn
Townsend, Georgina Mosser, Kristi Smith, Raymond Staggs, Gary & Phylis Bratton, Connie
Barnett, Neva Miles Hector, Diarmund (Dar Mood), Sarah, Cody, & Brady, Q, Vicki Bettis, Lulu
Freeman, Gina Layne, the family of Gabriel Fields, Lois Work, Jeff Owens, Marci Ward, Tammy
Itzla, and the family of Norma Mobley.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Keith Perkins, that your will for them
may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Officiant adds the following Collect:

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of
your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession BCP 360
The Officiant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.



We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Officiant remains kneeling and says

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
Peace

All stand. The Officiant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Announcements
The Holy Communion

The Officiant may begin the Offertory with the following or another Offertory sentence.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
Offertory Anthem: Softly And Tenderly Jesus Is Calling Phillip McIntyre
Doxology: 43 v.4

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise him, all creatures here below: praise him
above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The people’s offerings of money or other gifts are received. The officiant reverently places the
offerings on the altar.

The Officiant opens the tabernacle, reverently places the ciborium containing the consecrated
bread on the altar, and pours the consecrated wine from the flagon into the chalice.

The Officiant then continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Officiant

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Officiant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

and may add

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts
by faith, with thanksgiving.
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.

Communion Hymn: Shepherd Of Souls, Refresh and Bless
After Communion, the Officiant says

Let us pray.
Officiant and People

On 365:
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his

Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Post Communion Hymn 411: O Bless the Lord, My Soul!
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1 O bless the Lord, my soul! His grace to thee pro - claim!
2 0O bless the Lord, my soul! His mer - cies bear in mind!
3 He will not al - ways chide; he will with pa - tience wait;
4 He par - dons all thy sins, pro - longs thy fee - ble breath;
5 He clothes thee with his love, up - holds thee with his truth;
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1 And all that is with - in me join to bless his ho - ly Name!
2 For - get not all his ben - e - fits! The Lord to thee is kind.
3 his wrath is ev - er slow to rise and rea - dy to a - Dbate.
4 he heal - eth thine in - fir - mi - ties and ran-soms thee from  death.

5 and like the ea -gle he re - newsthe vi- gor of thy youth.
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6 Then bless his holy Name,
whose grace hath made thee whole,
whose loving-kindness crowns thy days:
O bless the Lord, my soul!

Dismissal
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude
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