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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 25, 2025 

 

  
 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 2255 

Batesville, Arkansas, 72503 
 

870-793-2203 

 

 
 

  

 

Today’s Ministers 
 

 

Officiant:      Steve Massey 

Chalice Bearer:    Cameron Gillespie 

Lector:     Mike Smith 

Acolyte:    Karis Ford 

Ushers:     Pat Mulick & Ardis Gillespie 

Choir Director & Organist:  Kristian Ameigh 

Technical Support:   Jon Healey 

Altar Guild:           Sarah Drake & Beverly Grigsby 

 

This Week’s Community Meal (5/28/2025): Team Olson 

This Sunday's altar flowers are given by Mike Smith to the glory of God 
and in the memory of Martha Sue and in thanksgiving for St. Paul’s, 

Jamie, Owen, & Sophie. 

 



2 
 

The Liturgy of the Word with 

Holy Communion: Rite Two 
 

The Word of God 

Entrance Hymn 537: Christ For the World We Sing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s service begins on Page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer. 

The people standing (as able), the Officiant says  
 

 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People:   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The Officiant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria - Sung (S278)   (BCP 356) 

Officiant and People 

  



4 
 

Collect of the Day  

Officiant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Officiant Let us pray.  

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 

above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

First Reading                    Acts 16:9-15 

Lector: A reading from Acts of the Apostles.  

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 

saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the vision, we immediately 

tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 

news to them. 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 

and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman 

colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by 

the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the 

women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 

listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened 

her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, 

she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my 

home." And she prevailed upon us. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 67  

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 

show us the light of his countenance and come to us. 

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, * 

your saving health among all nations. 

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 

for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide all the nations upon earth. 

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; * 

may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 

7 May God give us his blessing, * 

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 
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Second Reading      Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 

Lector: A reading from Revelation. 

In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city 

Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the 

city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 

Its gates will never be shut by day-- and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the 

glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices 

abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is 

the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the 

tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the 

throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his 

face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light 

of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

There is no procession. The Lector remains at the lectern to read the third reading, using the 

same form as the first two. 

  



6 
 

Sequence Hymn 608: Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

 

Third Reading                  John 14:23-29 

There is no procession. The Lector reads the third reading from the lectern, using the same form 

as the first two. 

Lector: A reading from the Gospel according to John. 

Jesus said to Judas (not Iscariot), "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will 

love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me 

does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent 

me. 
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"I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 

have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say 

to you, `I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am 

going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it 

occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe." 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord.   

People:      Thanks be to God. 

Sermon        *read by Steve Massey 

Nicene Creed  found on page 358 in the Book of Common Prayer 

All stand, as the People and Officiant say together. 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

     in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

    and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People, Form VI – found on page 392 in the Book of Common Prayer 
 

People kneeling, as able, the Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 

are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the 

needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, and John our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

We pray especially for: Jamie Bridgers, Ann Rhodes, Jim & Deb Johnson, Patricia Smith, Joan 

Davidson, Matt Stephenson, John & Susan Dempsey, Ellen Massey, Bill Olson, Cindy Perkey, 

Tammy Kipfer, Ann Stephenson, Nick Avants, Sally Fittsizer, the Sullins family, and Isabelle 

Tenace. 

We pray also for family and friends for whom our prayers have been requested: Kitten 

Lawless, DeAnna McCool, Robin Goertz, Gerry Goertz & Jinny Goertz, Tom & Kathy 

Celestine, Mark & Jennifer, Susan, Jody Gayle, David Smith, Lucy Harris, Adam M, Jim & 

Charlotte, Daniel & Steven King, Sherry Snow, Mark Counts, Mark Higginbotham, Danny 

Yeager, Shannon Bohnert, Micah Jordon, Rodney Brady, John V. Miller, Ben Handford, Jim 

Reynolds, Peggy Comer, Kristin, Georgina Mosser, Kristi Smith, Raymond Staggs, Gary & 

Phylis Bratton, Connie Barnett, Q, the family of Gabriel Fields, Lois Work, Jeff Owens, Marci 

Ward, the family of Norma Mobley, Wilma, Edie Knowles, Mitchell & Wilma Dobson, Sharon 

Runyan, Scott LaFerney, and Eleanor. 

We pray for our wardens, vestry, and those who will choose a rector for this parish, that we may 

receive a faithful pastor, who will care for God's people and equip us for our ministries. 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

For those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Edmund Hetrick (5/29), and Kay Forrest 

(5/29). 
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For the men and women of our country who in the day of decision ventured much for the 

liberties we now enjoy. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, especially Sam Anschultz that they may have a place in your 

eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 

  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

  in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

  known and unknown, 

  things done and left undone; 

  and so uphold us by your Spirit 

  that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

  to the honor and glory of your Name; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The officiant concludes with the following Collect:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to 

you; my own peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins, 

but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and 

unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

Peace 

All stand.  The Officiant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People And also with you.  
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

The Holy Communion 

The Officiant may begin the Offertory with the following or another Offertory sentence. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
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Offertory Anthem: Now The Green Blade   Marcel Dupre  

Doxology: 43 v.4  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise him, all creatures here below: praise him 

above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 The people’s offerings of money or other gifts are received. The officiant reverently places the 

offerings on the altar. 

The Officiant opens the tabernacle, reverently places the ciborium containing the consecrated 

bread on the altar, and pours the consecrated wine from the flagon into the chalice. 

The Officiant then continues 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 People and Officiant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

The Officiant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

and may add 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

Communion Hymn: I Want to Walk as A Child of The Light 

 After Communion, the Officiant says 

 Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 
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On 365: 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 

Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 

love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Post Communion Hymn 292: O Jesus, Crowned with All Renown 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

Organ Postlude 

*This morning's sermon is from Sermons that Work, a ministry of The Episcopal Church’s Office of 

Communication. It was written by The Rev. Ben Helmer, a retired Episcopal priest who most recently 

served as vicar of St. James Episcopal Church in Eureka Springs. Published by the Office of 

Communication of The Episcopal Church, 815 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017 © 2019 The 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 

America. All rights reserved. 

 

 


