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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
November 9, 2025 

10:30 am 

 

  
 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 2255 

Batesville, Arkansas, 72503 
 

870-793-2203 

 

 
 

  

 

Today’s Ministers 
 

 

Officiant:      Brenda Bittle 

Chalice Bearer:    Nikki Bittle  

Lector:     Mike Schmidt 

Ushers:     Pam Baxter & Paul Hance 

Choir Director & Organist:  Kristian Ameigh 

Technical Support:   David Taverner 

Altar Guild:           Melissa & David Taverner 

 

This Week’s Community Meal (11/12/2025): Team Stalker 

The altar flowers today are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving 
for our children & church family by Betty & Lloyd Bess. 
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The Liturgy of the Word with 

Holy Communion: Rite Two 
 

The Word of God 

Entrance Hymn 574: Before Thy Throne, O God, We Kneel 

Today’s service begins on Page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer. 

The people standing (as able), the Officiant says  
 

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People:   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

The Officiant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria - (S278)         (BCP 356) 

Officiant and People 
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Collect of the Day  

Officiant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Officiant Let us pray.  

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and 

make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify 

ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made 

like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Reading                    Haggai 1:15b-2:9 

Lector: A reading from Haggai.  

In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, 

the word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel son of 

Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant 

of the people, and say, Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? How does 

it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says 

the LORD; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people 

of the land, says the LORD; work, for I am with you, says the LORD of hosts, according to the 

promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. 

For thus says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the 

earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all 

nations shall come, and I will fill this house with splendor, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is 

mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts. The latter splendor of this house shall be 

greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says 

the LORD of hosts. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 98 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 
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8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

and the peoples with equity. 

Second Reading      2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

Lector: A reading from Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians. 

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, 

brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or 

by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one 

deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the 

lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above 

every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring 

himself to be God. Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? 

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, 

because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and 

through belief in the truth. For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good 

news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, 

stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or 

by our letter. 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace 

gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good 

work and word. 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

There is no procession. The Lector remains at the lectern to read the third reading, using the 

same form as the first two. 
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Sequence Hymn 195: Jesus Lives! Thy Terrors Now  

Third Reading                  Luke 20:27-38 

There is no procession. The Lector reads the third reading from the lectern, using the same form 

as the first two. 

Lector: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. 

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked him a question, 

"Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man 

shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the 

first married, and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the same 

way all seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose 

wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her." 

Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those 

who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither 

marry nor are given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels 

and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised 

Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the 

living; for to him all of them are alive." 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord.   

People:      Thanks be to God. 
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Announcement before Sermon: This morning's sermon is from Sermons that Work, a service of 

the Office of Communication of The Episcopal Church. It was written by The Rev. Dr. Amy 

Richter 

Sermon        *read by Brenda Bittle 

Nicene Creed  found on page 358 in the Book of Common Prayer 

All stand, as the People and Officiant say together. 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

     in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

    and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People, Form VI – found on page 392 in the Book of Common Prayer 
 

People kneeling, as able, the Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 
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For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 

are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the 

needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, and John our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

We pray especially for: Jamie Bridgers, Ann Rhodes, Jim & Deb Johnson, Patricia Smith, Joan 

Davidson, Matt Stephenson, John & Susan Dempsey, Ellen Massey, Bill Olson, Cindy Perkey, 

Isabelle Tenace, Dana Teichart, Machelle Christiansen, and Ardis Gillespie. 

We pray also for family and friends for whom our prayers have been requested: Kitten 

Lawless, DeAnna McCool, Robin Goertz, Gerry Goertz & Jinny Goertz, Tom & Kathy 

Celestine, David Smith, Lucy Harris, Adam M, Charlotte, Daniel & Steven King, Sherry Snow, 

Mark Higginbotham, Danny Yeager, Shannon Bohnert, Micah Jordon, Rodney Brady, John V. 

Miller, Ben Handford, Jim Reynolds, Peggy Comer, Kristin, Georgina Mosser, Kristi Smith, 

Raymond Staggs, Gary & Phylis Bratton, Connie Barnett, Q, Lois Work, Wilma, Edie Knowles, 

Mitchell Dobson, Sharon Runyan, Eleanor, Ian Young, Shelly & Heath Wooldridge, Walter 

Hopper, Linda Brewer, Sarah Mosser, Nicole Haskins, Linda Healey Morgan, Ina Bolten, Sandra 

Coe, the Teague Family, Kera Cook & family, and Jacquline Levy. 

We pray for our wardens, vestry, and those who will choose a rector for this parish, that we may 

receive a faithful pastor, who will care for God's people and equip us for our ministries. 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

For those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week especially Charley Mulick (11/9), 

Mark Starnes (11/9), David Taverner (11/11), and Ryan Mulick (11/13).  

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, especially Kaye Starling and Royce Haigwood, that they may 

have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
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Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 

  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

  in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

  known and unknown, 

  things done and left undone; 

  and so uphold us by your Spirit 

  that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

  to the honor and glory of your Name; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Officiant concludes with the following Collect:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to 

you; my own peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins, 

but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and 

unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

Peace 

All stand.  The Officiant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People And also with you.  
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

The Holy Communion 

The Officiant may begin the Offertory with the following or another Offertory sentence. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

The Officiant opens the tabernacle, reverently places the ciborium containing the consecrated 

bread on the altar, and pours the consecrated wine from the flagon into the chalice. The Chalice 

Bearer then washes the Officiant’s hands using the Lavabo bowl. 

Offertory Anthem: The Lord Bless And Keep You    John Ritter 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people's offerings of money or other gifts, to the 

Acolyte, who hands them to the Officiant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and 

placed on the Altar. 

Doxology: 43 v.4  
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: praise him, all creatures here below: praise him 

above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

The Officiant then continues 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 People and Officiant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Facing the people, the Officiant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

and may add 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

Communion Hymn: This Is the Hour of Banquet and Of Song 

 After Communion, the Officiant says 

 Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

On 365: 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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Post Communion Hymn 625: Ye Holy Angels Bright 

Dismissal 

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  

Organ Postlude 

* This morning's sermon is from Sermons that Work (episcopalchurch.org/sermons-that-work), a service of the 
Office of Communication of The Episcopal Church.  

 


