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The Nativity
Oof
Our Lord Jesus Christ

Christmas Eve 2024 5:30 pm
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Batesville, Arkansas

Serving Today

Celebrant: Rev. Canon Dr. Warren Leibovitch
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Nikki Bittle

Usher: Pat Mulick & Miss. Mulick

Altar Guild: Donna Fagan

Choir Director & Organist: Kristian Ameigh

Tech: Jon Healey



For Visitors

Welcome to our Christmas celebration! St. Paul’s is a parish of the Episcopal Church in the
United States of America, part of the eighty-million-member world-wide Anglican
Communion. Tonight, we are celebrating the Holy Eucharist, from which Christmas gets its
name: “Christ-mass.”

If you are searching for a church home, we welcome you to explore the faith and life of our
Parish family.

Recetving Communion (or a Blessing)

All who seek a closer relationship with Christ are welcome at Christ’s table and are invited to
receive communion with us. Those who, for whatever reason, do not wish to receive
communion are invited to come forward and receive a blessing as others come forward for
communion.

" Ushers will motion people in your pew forward down the center aisle at the proper time to
receive communion (you will return by the side aisle). The bread and wine will be
distributed from in front of the chancel steps.

" To receive the Bread (wafer), place your right hand over your left and hold it out for the
priest to place the wafer in your palm. If you do not wish to receive the bread, simply cross
your arms in front of your chest to receive a blessing.

“To receive the Wine, please assist the minister with the chalice, grasping the base and
guiding the chalice to your lips—or you may dip the bread into the wine (Intinction). If
you do not wish to receive the wine, simply return to your pew by the side aisle.

*If you wish to have communion brought to you, please let the usher know and the usher will
alert the priest.



Announcement:

We welcome The Reverend Canon Warren Leibovitch, D.Min. as our guest celebrant and preacher
this evening. Canon Warren is Canon for Congregational Vitality for the Diocese of Arkansas.

The Reverend Carolyne Adhola has accepted the call to become the next rector of St. Paul's. The Rev.
Carolyne is a seasoned priest with more than 15 years of experience in pastoral care, church
revitalization, and organizational leadership. She comes to us from St. Mary Magdalene Episcopal
Church, Aspen Hill, MD, in the Diocese of Washington, D.C., where she served as priest-in-charge.
She previously served at Trinity Episcopal Church in Washington, Meade Memorial Episcopal
Church in Alexandria, VA, and St. Michael and All Angels Cathedral in Bondo, Kenya. The Rev.
Carolyne holds a Master of Arts in Christian Formation from Virginia Theological Seminary, and was
ordained in the Anglican Church of Kenya in 2009 after graduating from Carlile School of Theology
in Nairobi. She brings to St. Paul’s Batesville a deep commitment to spiritual formation, a
compassionate pastoral presence, and a vision for building communities rooted in faith, service, and
hope. The Rev. Carolyne's first Sunday at St. Paul's will be February 8, and we hope you will plan to
join us for a welcome celebration that Sunday. More details will be available later.

Please join us for St. Paul's Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols which will take place this
coming Sunday, December 28, at 10:30am.



Christmas Eve Family Service

Prelude

‘My Favorite Things’

Entrance Hymn Go Tell It on The Mountain
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The Word of God

Station at the Creche
Celebrant: The word was made flesh and dwelt among us:
People: And we beheld his glory.

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be
born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord
Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.

The people remain standing as the ministers process to the altar, then the Celebrant says

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his Kingdom, now and forever. Amen

The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we,
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where
with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen

The Lessons
The Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the
day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96 — Cantate Domino
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.



4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy

before the Lord when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

The Epistle
A reading from the letter to Titus.

Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait
for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it
is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of

his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Sequence Hymn The Snow Lay On The Ground Hymn 110
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The Gospel Luke 2:1-20

Celebrant: ~ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ

Homily Bethlehemian Rhapsody
Sam Sullins, Ray Sullins, Dean Sullins, Karis Ford, Eden Perkins, &
Dace Elumbaugh-Perkins

The Prayers of the People 11
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or
aloud.

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop Harmon; for this gathering;
and for all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.

Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Silence

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.

Silence

I ask your prayers for the departed.
Pray for those who have died.

Silence
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored whom we remember today.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Silence

The Celebrant then concludes with this collect:

Mighty God, mercifully hear the prayers of the people you have chosen as your own. Give us zeal in
our ministries and joy in our work, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Peace
(all stand)

Celebrant:
People:

Offertory

People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

What Child Is This, Who, Laid to Rest Hymn 115

Congregation participation as well

Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer B

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh
of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and
receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the Glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

Sanctus
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The people stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought
us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

2»

me.

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; Presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with St. Paul and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, Now and forever. AMEN.

The Celebrant then continues

As our Savior Christ
has taught us,
we now pray,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion of the People

Once the people have been served, the acolyte will carry a candle down the center aisle, pausing at each pew so
that those seated by the aisle may light their candles and turn so others may light their candles until all candles
are lit. The lights will be dimmed and the congregation will kneel as the Communion Hymn, Silent Night, is
sung.

Communion: Do You Hear What I Hear? by Noel Regney and Gloria Shayne
Sung by Karis Ford, guitar by Suzanne Magouyrk

Liebestraum by Franz Liszt Performed by Ray Sullins
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Hymn 111 (kneeling) Stille Nacht Silent Night

Si - lent night, ho - ly night, all is  calm,
Si - lent night, ho - ly night, shep - herds quake
Si - lent night, ho - ly night, Son of God,
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at the sight, glo - ries stream from hea - ven a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from thy ho -ly face,
4 DD ] > D DD L
1 1 » » » - I ]
‘ V ‘ * T L4 T 14 V * V V ‘ =
O | N Cihl I N h N

-,

Ho - ly in - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in hea - ven-ly
heaven - ly hosts___  sing al - le-lu - ia; Christ, the Sa - vior, is

with  the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at thy

N I n

| » ) Y ol

I
I ® &

=7 T3 st 7
peace Sleep in hea - ven-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sa - vior, is born!
birth. Je - sus, Lord, at  thy birth.

—_
Ty | NN NN ‘

)

v

| A
After Communion, the Celebrant says,

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People:

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

Celebrant:

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his
joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you, and remain with you always. Amen.



Post Communion Hymn 105 God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
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Dismissal
Priest: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.
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