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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 2255  

Batesville, Arkansas, 72503 
  

Main Street at Fifth 

870-793-2203 

Sixth Sunday of Easter-May 10, 2026 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 10:30 am 
 

 

The Mission of St. Paul’s is to love God 

and to love our neighbor, 

sharing with gratitude and reverence the 

Light of Christ. 
 

Services 

Sunday:  8:00 am (Spoken Rite I) & 10:30 am (Rite II with Choir) 
Monday-Friday: 8:30 am (via Zoom) Morning Prayer Services 

Wednesday: Healing & Communion Service, 12:00 pm 

St. Paul’s Staff   

Rector     Rev. Carolyne Adhola 
Organist & Choir Director  Mr. Kristian Ameigh 
Altar Guild Director   Ms. Jo Cargill-Krug 
Secretary    Ms. Katie Janke 
Sexton     Ms. Katie Moser 

     

VESTRY:  Nikki Bittle, Senior Warden; Jon Perkins, Junior Warden; Dwight Ford, Treasurer; Pam Baxter, 
Clerk; Sarah Drake, Virginia Wray, Regina Cooper, Lora Sullins, Kay Forrest, Pat Mason, Rhonda Mundy. 
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The Word of God 

Entrance Rite 

ENTRANCE HYMN 191  

Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts And Voices Heavenward Raise 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
Today’s service begins on Page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer. 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 
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Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE (BCP p. 356) 
The following is sung, all standing 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 

understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 

above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Lessons 

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
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Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are 

in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 

found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, 

he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he 

served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 

and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and 

he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so 

that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not 

far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 

own poets have said, 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, 

an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of 

human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day 

on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and 

of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

PSALM: Psalm 66:7-18 
Remain seated. 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 

make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 

and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and water; * 

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 

and will pay you my vows, * 

which I promised with my lips 

and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 

with the smoke of rams; * 

I will give you oxen and goats. 
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14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 

and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 

and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 

the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 

he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 

nor withheld his love from me. 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the First letter of Peter. 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing 

what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your 

hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands 

from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep 

your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good 

conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering 

should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, 

the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, 

but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 

prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during 

the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And 

baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN 707 Take My Life, And Let It Be vs 1  
All stand. 

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 

All stand. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 

abides with you, and he will be in you. 

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am 

in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are 
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those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 

reveal myself to them.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Vs 2 of Sequence Hymn sung  

THE SERMON        SARAH HARMON 

THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 392) 
All remain standing, kneel or sit as they can 
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The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 

are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the 

needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop and John, our Bishop, and Carolyne, our Rector; and 

for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray especially for everyone on our 

St. Paul’s prayer list and all our intercessions for family & friends. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

 We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died especially James Atwen’ga and David Joe Smith that they may 

have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

 Silence may be kept. 
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 Leader and People 

 Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

 in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

 known and unknown, 

 things done and left undone; 

 and so uphold us by your Spirit 

 that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

 to the honor and glory of your Name; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Silence 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359) 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life. Amen. 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements  
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All graduating seniors are invited to the front for Prayers & Gifts 

Presentation 

Fathers and Men of St. Paul’s Special Prayer for All Mothers and 

Women Across the World 
Almighty and ever‑loving God, on this Mothering Sunday, we, the fathers and men of St. Paul’s, 

lift our voices in gratitude and honor for all mothers, mother‑figures, and women across the 

world. 

We give thanks for those who have nurtured us, guided us, prayed for us, and stood beside us- 

birth mothers, adoptive and foster mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, mentors, and all whose 

love has shaped our lives. 

Bless the women who carry heavy burdens, those who parent in difficult circumstances, those 

who work tirelessly without recognition, and those who pour out strength even when their own is 

stretched thin. Grant them rest, joy, and the assurance that their labor in love is holy.  

Hold close, O God, those for whom this day brings pain-women who have lost children, children 

who have lost mothers, those who long for motherhood, and those whose relationships are 

wounded or complicated. Surround them with your healing and your peace. 

We pray for women across the world who face injustice, violence, or lack of opportunity. 

Strengthen them with courage, and stir our hearts to stand with them in the work of dignity, 

safety, and equality.  

May the example of Mary, the mother of our Lord, teach us to honor the sacred calling of 

nurturing life, to listen with compassion, and to walk in faithfulness wherever you lead. 

Gather all your daughters, O God, into your sheltering and mothering heart, and bless them with 

grace upon grace. Through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen 

The Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 343) 
The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 Ephesians 5:2 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM If Ye Love Me    Thomas Tallis 

The Great Thanksgiving 

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 361) 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
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People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 361) 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of 

the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 

everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS (BCP p. 362) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 362) 
All remain standing, kneel or sit as they can 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
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Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

EPICLESIS (BCP p. 363) 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364) 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 

COMMUNION ANTHEM Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
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Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING (BCP p. 366) 
The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you for ever. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN 292  O Jesus, Crowned With All Renown 
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DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
From riteplanning.com. 

Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

This Sunday's altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of Nova 
Gill’s graduation and all mothers by Ann Stephenson. 

Upcoming Events & News 

Altar Flowers: The next upcoming available dates are June 28th, July 12th, 19th, and 26th. If you 

would like to reserve any of these dates, please contact Rhonda Mundy.  

New Weekly Service: If you would like to participate in the weekly Healing & Communion 

Service as a LEM, usher, or lector (1 only needed for each role), please contact Katie in the 

office.  

Adult Sunday School: Adult Sunday School is reading Adam Hamilton book, Creed, and we 

will continue meeting at 9:15 each Sunday morning in the Parish Hall. Come see what it's all 

about!! 

Mark Your Calendar: 

• Children’s Sunday School: Sunday, May 10th at 9:30 am 

• Food, Faith & Fellowship (formerly Pub Theology): Monday, May 18th at US Pizza at 

6:00 pm 

• ‘Welcome to Kenya’ ECW Meeting: Tuesday, May 19th at Rev. Carolyne’s home at 

11:30 am 

• Care Team Meeting: Sunday, May 31st after Coffee Hour 

• Youth & Young Families Gathering: Monday, June 1st at 6:00 pm 

• Healing & Communion Service: Wednesdays, 12:00 pm in the Church 

• Adult Sunday School: Sundays, 9:15 am in the Parish Hall 

• Coffee Hour: After the service, everyone is invited to the Parish House (two lefts at the 

bottom of the steps) for refreshments and fellowship 

• The Chosen Meetings: Every Monday from 3:30-5:00 pm and every Tuesday from 3:30-

5:00 pm 

• Dementia Caregivers Support Group: May 12th at 2:00 pm and May 14th at 11:00 am 

at the First Presbyterian Church in the Parlor 
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St. Paul’s Prayer List:  

Intercessions: Jamie Bridgers, Jim & Deb Johnson, Patricia Smith, Joan Davidson, Ann & Matt 

Stephenson family, John & Susan Dempsey, Ellen Massey, Bill Olson, Cindy Perkey, Martha 

Healey, Natalie Molineaux, Marilyn Smith, Inge ‘Granny’ Grahn, and Junior Kipfer. 

Intercessions for Family & Friends: Kitten Lawless, DeAnna McCool, Robin Goertz, Gerry 

Goertz & Jinny Goertz, Tom & Kathy Celestine, Adam M, Charlotte, Daniel & Steven King, 

Sherry Snow, Mark Higginbotham, Danny Yeager, Shannon Bohnert, Micah Jordon, Rodney 

Brady, John V. Miller, Ben Handford, Jim Reynolds, Peggy & Dale Comer, Kristin, Georgina 

Mosser, Kristi Smith, Raymond Staggs, Gary & Phylis Bratton, Connie Barnett, Q, James & Lois 

Work, Sharon Runyan, Eleanor, Shelly & Heath Wooldridge, Linda Brewer, Linda Healey 

Morgan, Sandra Coe, the Teague Family, Kera Cook & family, Jacquline Levy, Gina, Linda, 

Autumn & Our Father’s Table, Hank Pearce, Sharon Santangelo, Charli Seitz, Rebecca Little, 

Freddie Luther, Don Smart, Tara Nance, Eric Morea, Paula Maynard, Lu & Jan, the family of 

James Atwen’ga: Rev. Carolyne and Charity Mola, and Howard Crosby. 

Memoriam: James Atwen’ga and David Joe Smith (Ann Stephenson’s brother). 

Birthdays & Anniversaries: Cindy Perkey (5/14), Steven Stalker (5/14), Deann Coleman 

(5/16), Mike Smith (5/16), Mickey & Lisa Powell (5/11), and Tim & Kim Dunlap (5/12). 

Ministers Serving this Sunday 

Celebrant: Rev. Carolyne Adhola 

Preacher: Sarah Harmon 

Lay Eucharistic Minister (8:00): Kristian Ameigh 

Lay Eucharistic Minister (10:30): Brenda Bittle & Kay Forrest  

Lector (8:00): Braxton Nugent 

Lector (10:30): Virginia Wray & Suzanne Magouyrk 

Ushers: Nikki Bittle & Rhonda Mundy 

Technical Support: Jon Healey 

Coffee Hour: Jo Cargill 

Altar Guild: Beverly Grigsby & Sarah Drake 

Community Meal (5/13/2026): Team Wray 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday: 8:00am-12:00 pm 

The office is closed on Friday 

 
 


